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about him. The old grazier, looking upon his intentions
to be honest, quoth: " I have fifty guineas tied up in the
fore-lappet of my shirt, and I'll put it to that for security."
So riding along, both of them cheek by jowl, for above half-a-
mile, and the coast being clear, the Golden Farmer said to
the old man : "I believe there's nobody will take the pains
of robbing you or me to-day; therefore, I think I had as
good take the trouble of robbing you myself; so instead of
delivering your purse, pray give me the lappet of your shirt/'
The old grazier was horridly startled at these words, and
began to beseech him not to be so cruel in robbing a poor
old man. "Prithee," quoth the Golden Farmer, "don't
tell me of cruelty; for who can be more cruel than men
of your age, whose pride it is to teach their servants their
duties with as much cruelty as some people teach their
dogs to fetch and carry? " So being obliged to cut off the
lappet of the old man's shirt himself, for he would not,
he rode away to seek out another booty.
Another time this bold robber, lying at an inn in Uxbridge,
happened into company with one Squire Broughton, a
barrister of the Middle Temple, which he understanding,
pretended to him that he was going up to London to advise
with a lawyer about some business; wherefore, he should
be much obliged to him if he could recommend him to a
good one. Counsellor Broughton, thinking he might be
a good client, bespoke him for himself. Then, the Golden
Farmer telling his business was about several of his neigh-
bours1 cattle breaking into his grounds and doing a great
deal of mischief, the barrister told him that was very action-
able, as being damage feasant, " Damage fe as ant," said the
Golden Farmer; "what's that, pray, sir?" He told him
that it was an action brought against persons when their cattle
broke through hedges, or other fences, into other people's
grounds, and did them damage. Next morning, as they
both were riding toward London, says the Golden Farmer to
the barrister: " If I may be so bold as to ask you, sir, what
is that you call * trover ' and * conversion ' ? " He told him
it signified in our common law an action which a man has
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